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SERMON, 
rach'd in the CHAPEL of 
HAN RO GAT E, (at the 
CONSECRATION thereof 
by the Rt. Rev. SAMUEL Lord 
Biſhop of CHESTER; on 
the 17th Day of Zune, 1749.) 
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fellow of Univerſity-College in Oxford, 


5 — 
— ——— —— eee — 
2 — * 
-* 2 — TIN 
— — - . —— 
- 
- — - — - » = l > "y — - 
— * 4 — o + - — — __—_ . 1 
LY 
— - » 4 tas] - — FLEX — 3 
- * =. = * = - * 3 1 PE" — 2 — 
2 _ A 4 — —_ — — 
— . 9 — SLY 4 + nome — 
— * 
A = 2 — — 1 2 a | 2 0 
. 
a * q p 4 — 
5 > 
— = 
— 7 


— — — — 
—— ͤ — — — 
+ — 


- 07 
— — 


- 
— 


N | "is 
4 = 
TP. =. 
„ 
9 
\ # * 
8 if 1 \ 
q 1 
14 1 
= : 4 K 
L 27 
1 * 
9 
11 . 
. $4, 
: . 'T 
: + #VJ . 
1 
| | l 
19 | 
* = 2 1 
| 111 
4 
Bf * 
1 
e 
iin 
1 
—__ 7 
„* o 
2 F 
: - * oy | l 
1 . 
| 1 1 
- - ol 
. 
4 0 
= : : 


Publiſh'd, at His Lok psf 1's Requeſt, 


YORK: 
nted for JoHN HILDYARD. 


M,DCC, XLIX, G 


UE” K 2 . 
PTY 4. <. Ag i'{S 4 ' 
- > 2 2. [Y \ 


w — Bo_ 4.44 
ST 2 


2 - an - 
p. —_ 


22 — » —. ( 
7 TY 4 1 . 
* * 
EA . 
% ? 
| 5 I 
— 4 , 
NAU 1 In 
21 


$ÞÞÞPÞ$Þ$H g 
T0 A $*: 
Printed by Cxsax WARD, in Coney-/trect, 


PII ITESES 4 NN N NN SU 


_ 
7 


— 
- 42 


A. - —_ 4 2 2 
— 3 f = 


2 — ! —— 
— . 
— — —ññ—.. 2 
— q 2 — — 
— — —_ —_ — 
5 — 2 — mY „ = 
=; - 
: . 
* 1 
— E - i 


——— — 


— OR — 
- — 
- 
= h = 
. = * 
R — — 
— * £ - 
— 
2 


Is Al AR lvid7. 


My Houſe ſhall be called the Houſe 
i A unto all People. 


TS HE Prophet, in this Chap- 
Th ter, but more expreſsly 
— @ in the Words of the 
Text, has generally been 
nderſtood to foretell the bringing 
In of the Gentiles to the Chriſtian 
futh, the Enlargement of Chrift's 
Church, and its triumphant Progreſs 
uro all Nations. Many Predicti- 
ms of this Kind are to be met with 
n the Prophets. ----- Zephaniah de- 
cribes the Flowing. in of the Gen- 
Wilks ro the Kingdom of Chriſt, in a 
Iorticular Manner: Men, ſays 
be (a), ſball WP him every one 
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0 Zeph. ii. 11. 


(4) 


' from his own Place, even all the [ſe 
of the Heathen. And it 1s the Pre 
dition of the Prophet Malachi, thei 
laſt Prophet of [7ewiſh Diſpenſati 
on (), From the riſing up of the 
Sun unto the going down of the ſame, 
my Name ſhall be great among thi 
Gentiles; and in every Place In. 

| cenſe ſhall be offered, and a pure Off 

fering : For my Name ſhall be grea 
| among the Gentiles, ſaith the Lor 

Bn of Hoſts From hence we may 

| inter, that the Chriſtian Sacrifice o 

Prayer and Thankſgiving was to be 

perform'd, with equal Degrees o 

Acceptance, under the Goſpel; and 

that Incenſe and Sacrifices, the pe- 

| culiar Acts of Worſhip in the Tem. 
| ple, and contined to that Place alone, 
| ſhould enlarge their Bounds, and be 
offer d at the Coming of the Meſſ- 
ah, in a more pure and ſpiritual 

Manner. 

Weneednot wonder that the Ten- 


ple 


(b) Mal. i. 11, 


(557) 

ple was, at all Times, fo venerable in 
the Eyes of the Jews; nor was 
this the Effect either of Ignorance or 
Superſtition. « -The great Regard 
they pay d to it was ſufficiently 
encourag d by God himſelf : For 
be vouchſaf d to diſtinguiſh it, by 
ingular Honours and Titles. He 
tiled it His Sanuary ; His Dwel- 
ing. ; His Holy Mountain ; The 
Place he had choſen out f all the 
Larth to place his Name there. In 
he Temple he exhibited the viſible 
Marks of his Preſence and Glory. 
Wit was in that Place alone, where 
Wi: promiſed to hear the devout 
© upplications of his People, and to 
Want them Aſſiſtance and Pardon, 
Fayour and Protection. Theſe were 
ne diſtinguiſh'd Marks of God's 
arour: Theſe the great Advanta- 
Jes he was pleaſed ro confer on the 
lenple-Worſhip: And from hence 
Wi is no Wonder that the Jews ex- 
Wircls'd ſo much Zeal for it, or con- 


B 2 | ſidered 


(6) 

ſidered the Holy One of Iſrael in 
that Place alone, as from the Throne 
of his Glory, dealing out his Bleſ- 
_ ſings. Nor from hence may we be 
at a Loſs to account for that Pre- 
judice, which might lead them to 
interpret the Prophecies that relat- 
ed to the Coming of the Meſſiah, 
and the glorious State of his King: 
dom, in favour of their own Church 
and Nation. But thoſe Sons of A. 
brabam, whole Minds were prepar- 
ed for the Reception of the Meſſiah, 
and who underſtood the Prophecies 
which ſo gloriouſly deſcrib'd his 
Kingdom in their full View and 
Meaning, muſt have expected this 
great Event; ---- muſt have rejoicd 
at the diſtant Proſpect of thoſe Blel- 
fings that were to attend it. The 
Deſtruction of Feruſalem and the 
Temple moſt evidently put an Enc 
to the legal Worſhip of the Jews, 
which could not poſſibly take Plac 
any longer, than when the ""_ 

* | "i 


CP-/ 


ubſiſted. The Temple was indeed 
leſtroyed, and their Worſhip diſ- 
ontinu'd under the Babyloniſb Cap- 
ivity: But God promis'd them, by 
iis Prophets, that they ſhould return 
gain to their own Land, and wor- 
hip him in that very Place: And 
he Number of Lears were fix d 
when that Reſtoration ſhould be 
weompliſh'd; and it was accom- 
hd accordingly. Whereas at 
he Deſtruction of the ſecond Tem- 
, as it never was, nor could be, re- 
Whbuilt as the Jews have been diſ- 
gers d and ſcatter d over the Face 
Jef the Earth, above 1600 Years, 
without a Temple, and undiſtin- 
uiſn d by any Marks of being God's 
preutiar People; it is an evident 
Proof that there is an End of the 
WW jewiſh Polity, and the whole Mo- 
aii Diſpenſation. 

W's, when the Prophecies; which 
ent before, as exactly fulfil- 
ain the ſwift and miraculous Pro- 
7 oreſs 


But, eſpecial- 
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(8) 


greſs of the Goſpel, when it was 
convey d in the Space of forty Years, 
and from ſuch unpromiſing Begin 
nings, to the moſt diſtant Parts o 
the World then known; we may 
reaſonably conclude, That the 
Right Hand of the Lord not only 
brought theſe mighty T hings to paſs, 
but that, likewiſe, he has tranſer- 
red the Promiſes of his Favour and 
Bleſling to all true Worſhippers o 
him, in all Parts of the World: That 
he who keepeth his Promiſe for erer, 
and has promis d to be in the Midi 
of every Aſſembly of Chriſtians, 
will be there equally preſent, tho 
not ſo viſibly as he was in the Jeu- 
iſb Temple. i. e. He will watch o- 
ver them with his Providence, aſ- 
ſiſt them with his Holy Spirit, and 
intercede for them at the Throne 
of Grace. 

Mĩe do not indeed affirm that any 
one of theſe Aſſemblies is the on 
Place, where God has fix d his Name 


and 


* 


(9) 

nd his Habitation. We hope his 
nore immediate Preſence is in eve- 
one of them. We endeavour 


ur to them, by ſolemnly Dedi- 
ating them to his Service; by a 
mblic Profeſſion of his Religion, 
nd by Confining them to Religi- 
dus Uſes. Theis were the Means 
hat ſecured God's Favour to the 
Temple; and we have Reaſon to 
lope, that the ſame Means will en- 
noe his Bleſſing to our Houſes of 
mayer. The Argument ſeems to 
old ſtronger in Favour of Chri- 
an Temples. For the Chriſtian 
Worſhip is founded on a more laſt- 
ug and extenſive Covenant. The 
ſewiſh was limited to Place, Per— 
bns, and Times : But the divine 
boodneſs and Juſtice were diſ- 
yd in their full Luſtre, in the 
nverſality of Chriſtian Worſhip. 
he Jewiſh was calculated but for 


mall Part of Mankind, God not 
dealing 
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dealing with any other Nation 1; 


/tian Religion is the Subſtance, the 


may promiſe ourſelves that the C 


and the Earth his Footſtool ; ſom( 


(40) 


with this, neither had the Heatben 
K 2 of his Law. The Chri 


Jewiſh was only the Shadow of good 
Things to come. To the devou 
Worthippers in the Temple, God 
only promiſed temporal Bleſſing: 
and Proſperity: To thoſe that wor{ 
ſhip him, in owe Houſes of Prayer, in 
S$hirit and in Truth, he hath pro 
miſed the Bleſſings of this Life 
and Happineſs in a better. Upoi 
the whole, I ſhall conclude, that 
as, upon ſuch ſolemn Occaſions a 
theſe, we have Reaſon to hope 
that the Lord of Hoſts is with us 
ſo upon our devout Applications te 
him, in this Houſe of Prayer, we 


, Jacob will ever be our Refuge. 
But as God is preſent ever 
where, as Heaven is his Throne 


Men have from hence ridicul'd 


6 


Diſtinction of Places, and have aſ- 

erred, that to ſet them apart and 

dedicate them to his Worſhip, by 
uch ſolemn Acts as theſe now ex- 
mbited, is both unneceſſary and 
ſuperſtitious. Give me leave there- 
fore to improve this Occaſion, by 
Pointing. out to you that this has 
been the Practice of Mankind in all 
ages; that the Light of Reaſon 
lireted them to it; that it is a- 
grecable to the Will of God, and 
well adapted ro the Ends of his 
Worſhip, and Religion. 

After I have endeavoured to 
eſtabliſh theſe Points, I will 
hew what Reſpe& and Reverence 
due to Places thus ſet apart and 
conſecrated. © 

And 1/t, By Inquiring into the 
Religious Cuſtoms of Mankind, we 
ind that it has been the Practice of 
all Ages and Men. profeſſing any 
Religion, whether true or falſe, to 
dedicate certain Places to divine 

C Wor- 
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"Worſhip, and to diſtinguiſh the 
from common Dwellings. An 6 
whatever Practice is confirm'd b . 
the univerſal Conſent of Mankind” 
is, in other Caſes, allow'd to be th 
Voice of Reaſon and Nature. W 0 
find it therefore a Cuſtom, in t! 6 
darkeſt Times of Idolatry, to co. 
ſecrate Groves and Woods, Tei . 
ples and Altars, to the Honour « 0 
their Deities, to exempt them trot A 
all human Claims, and to ſeparat ba 
them from common Uſes. I v 
Romans not only dedicated the 1 
Temples to ſome Deity, but t! 0 
ſolemn Rite of Dedication was cMY® 
lebrated with a great Concourle ( a 
People, and with the higheſt E 5 
preſſions of Joy. We have af , 
Account left us of this Ceremon M7 
by an Hiſtorian (e) of their OWI if 
- which Cuſtom of Conſecration, i 
well as the Manner and Form of 
might probably be handed down | 


(e) Tacrtvs Lib. 4. Cap. 53. 


is Times from the Infant State of 
he Common-Wealth'(d). 
bart of the Form of Conſecration 


(13) 


One 


s worthy of our particular Notice, 


it expreſſeth the juſt Sentiments 


hey had of an over-ruling. Provi- 
lence (e). 
By the ſame Light of Nature, the 
batriarchs had determinate es 
of Worſhip, without any ſpecial 


boi 


intment from God; 


„ * 


um erected an Altar in Beerſbeba, 


where: he called upon the Name 4 
Jacob ſet apart a Place 


the Lord. 


or divine Worſhip, and by a for- 
nal Act of Conſecration gave it 


te Name of God's Houſe: 


And 


Ward, Surely the Lord is in this 
Place, this is none other but the 
Woe of God, and this is the Gate 
This ſolemn Act we 


Heaven. 
ind Was Wer 


(d) Univ. Hiſt, pag, 363. 3 
(e) Us. u * They invoked the Gods: pre- 


{2 4 0 


ved of by God him- 


ſelt, 


'teftors of the Empire, that they would proſper their 


' preſent Undertaking, and be propitious to W own 


' Habitation, which was begun by human r. 
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fell. from what he devkired to 72 
cob afterwards (J J am tbe God 
of Beth-el, where thou anointedſt a 
Os: and vowelſt a Vow unto 
It was indeed a Cuſtom, a- 
ans the Heathen, to worſhip eds 
Stones as Symbols of Divinity, af- 
ter they were'anointed and conſe 
crated with Oyl.- But it'is unlike 
ly that Jacob would make a ſuper- 
ſtitious Ceremony, the Model f fo 
his Adoration of thei! trac God:-- 
It is much more probable, that by 
this Action he mighr t'give Occaſion 
for ſuch a Superſtition. For the an 
tient Phœnicians calld thoſe Stones 
that were tlius anointed and conſe 
crated, Bethalia, perhaps, from the 
Name of Beth-el which Jacob gave 
to Luz ( g). From the whole 
would Gerbe that Men directec 
by the Light of Reaſon, could con 
clude brat oy Actions were to bt 
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Gen. A 13 3+ oat | 
2) Bp. Patrick. 


1 
eform'd, 3 in, holy Places; that ig 
, Noſe Places 1 Ede Belief" th the 


WObjc&. of their, Worſhip D Was more 


2 17 ae, 


mmediately-; pre ent 1205 11 more. rea- 
ee hear th eir upplications' and 
grant. hen e * 
= Bur, 2d Ds We haye: an Expreſs 
wchority: f F, hek's Practice from 
Kripture, hi ich Wy dee A- 
lone, ought. L herefore 1 to be a ſulfi⸗ * 
cient Vindication, it. .—Theſc ; are 
the Words of God > his "Servant 
Moſes (h), That; in al I Pla "7 where 
[record my, that is, 'ac- 
corgl to a CIS Ex Pelitor 0, 
eren where che Remem- 
ede or Memorial of n m / Name 
' hall. be, There will I, come wnto 
thee," and I will "bleſs this We 
ug told that when the Tſradlites 
bag no fix d Habitation 1 in the Wil. 
derneſs, they had a. movin Taber- | 
nacle, expreſſy commanded and 
con- 


(b) Exod. xx. 24. 
i) Mede's Works, pag. 311. 


£19) 
contriv d by God himſelf. To this 
| 7 8 5 every one who ſought 
the Lord was to go. "But God would} 
not ſuffer an rin to be er. 
form dat the Fabernacls! "till V 
had ſanctiſy d it by a elend Con 
ſogration Mc. HR ter that Solemni- 
Pet 5 Prot le 795 meet the Chil- 
en of I ſrae/ here, and to ſandi- 
fy the Tater with his Glory. 
God was not, diſpleas' d with Da- 
| ids Deſign | of Bui ding a Houſe to 
| his Name. He approv'd of his 
ood Intention, though he thought 
Davia an unfit Perſon for ſuch an 
Undertaking, Thou ſhalt not build 
an. Houſe to my. Name, becauſe thou 
haſt been a Man of War and haſt 
ſhed Blood: hut Solomon thy Son 
ſball build my Houſe and my Courts. 
Neverithel, leſs, foraſmuch « as it was 
in thine Heart to. build an Houſe 


for ms N ame, thou didſt well in that 


it Was in thine Heart. Solomon by 
| tne 


nn, P—— wv — — | — _ WS. 


—— 


(% Exad. xl. 9. TX 


(17 

he Approbation and Direction of 
God ſet about the Work, and fi- 
niſh'd it with ſo much Splendor 
ind Magnificence, that it probably 
never will be equall'd. Solomon 
had as. juſt Notions of the divine 
Immenſity and Omnipreſence as 
the wiſeſt of Men; -- he was ſen- 
ible how impoſſible it was to con- 
ine God to any Dwelling, who 
flleth Heaven and Earth with his 
Majeſty;--- or as he expreſs'd it, in 
that devout and elegant Prayer 
ned in the Conſecration; I know 
that the Heaven, and the Heaven of 
Heavens, cannot contain the Majeſty 
of God, how much leſs this 8 
which I have built. God not only 
zpprov'd of his Piety, but at the 
Dedication, Solomon receivd pub- 
ick Teſtimonies of his Approba- 
tion; And the Lord ſaid unto So- 
lomon, 1 have heard thy Prayer, 
and thy Supplication, that thou haſt 
made before me; I have hallow'd 

this 


(18) 
1 this, Houſe which thou haſt built t 


put my Name there, and mine Hea 
> "ies % F. * 7 ze * q 
and. mine Eyes ſball be there per; 

"tt % 0» * AD s To i | 
We are told, that our bleſſed $ 

Rr. tO) Foagt „11 * 
„Vopn honour the Feaſt of th 
Pee With his Preſence 
And if he approved of the Co, 
5 DBR 2 | 
memoration, he muſt approve q; 
ne e anda 2 0 

the Ceremony itſelf. It is true, w 

nen. 1 . 
have no expreſs Commands in t 
New. Teſtament to fer apart, an 
ſolemnly to conſecrate Places to ti 
. Worſhip, of God. But where v 
n nd no, Rule in the New Teſt 
4 SN there we are directed by t 
.\ Analogy of the Old. Whatfoev 
Vas merely ceremonial in the e 

. 14 1 \ #1: \ Cao 
ih Religion, Chriſt has aboliſhec 


2 
c 
? 1 enn. r 13 
But we are to retain every Thing | 
the Chriſtian Religion Which 1s M 
grecable to the Law of Nature a 
1 is neceſſary toluppoll 
the Order and Decency of publio 
Worſhip, and to engage a great 


* > 


(19) 


keverence 1 Regard to Places ſet 

part to it. The Apoſtles therefore, 
dom we may reaſonably ſuppoſe to 
6 full) inſtructed in their Maſter's 
4, had fix d Places of Worſhif 
d nd dedicated to that purpoſe, 
lad tho they were concealed from 
e ew and the Heathen, yet they 
ere fufficiently known and reve- 
Wrnc'd by the Faithful. St. Paul 
tes the Church in ſuch and ſuch 
Hose. Such were the Houſes of 
Mudpbas, Philemon, Priſcilla, and 
alla. And again, ſalute ſuch an 
: me, and the Church ibis Houſe. 
ich evidently implies a certain 


ace ſet apart for their Holy Con- 


; rentions. It is farther obſervable, 
* the Perſon ſaluted was e 


ous Diſciple, who had dedicated 


W: convenient Room, moſt probab- 
bis Upper One, ſo often menti- 


1 Nec "fic Acts of the Apoſtles, to 


Wat "Aha Purpoſe, If this was 
* Practice in the Apoſtles Time, 
: D then 
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ſtance of Suffering far above all o 


and Fields, from Corners or private 


were conſecrated with a great dea 


© 


then no Doubt in the Ages nex| 
after them (7). kg 4 
I ſhall therefore only obſerve t 
you, that when the Chriſtians lived : 
under Pagan and Perſecuting Em 
perors, and were oblig d to confin 
their Worſhip to private Houſes, or 
to Places of Secreſy and Retire 
ment, They thought it a Circum 


thers. And when Providence, at 
any Time, interpos'd in their Faq 
vour, and ſtop d the Hand of PerſeÞ 
cution, they erected Churches to hifi 
Honour and Service, out of a full 
Perſuaſion, that this their Worſhip 
was more acceptable to him, and 
procur d a greater Bleſſing upon it, 
than that directed from Mountains 


Dwellings. But as ſoon as the 
Storms of Perſecution were wholly 
ceaſed; Chriſtian Churches began 
every where to lift up their Heads--W 


| om 
(!) Meade, p. 319, Sc. 


( 21 


of pious Solemnity---with Prayers 
and Thankſgivings, and the Admi- 
niſtration of t the Hol y SAcrament,--- | 
Lind ſuch Conſecrations were ale. 
brated with great Pomp and Joy, 
nd much Confluence of People. 
This ancient Cuſtom has been 
iichfully preſerv'd in all Ages of the 
Church. We find, even at this 
Day, an Abuſe indeed of the origi- 
nal Regard paid to ſuch Solemni— 
ies, in the Wakes oblerved in our 
wn Nation; which, in Imitation 
of thoſe us'd in the antient Church, 
vere ſtated annual Feſtivals, to be 
celebrated in Memory of the De- 
0 cation of their Churches. 

As a farther Vindication, of this 
actice, let me obſerve to you, 


Wn thc third Place, That our Houlcs 


Prayer are public Teſtimonies 
the Religion we. profeſs;----- are 
. danding Monuments of our Faith. 
Crit, to. whoſe Name and 
| Porlp they are ſacred. Thus 


muck 


—ͤy— : —— 


22) 

much they evidently imply when 
they are erected and dedicated to his 
Honour and Service. And as this is 
the moſt viſible Way of declaring 
that the Religion of Chri/t is eſtas 
bliſh'd in any Nation; ſo they al- 
ways declare the Piety and Devoti- 
on of that Nation. For, by theme 
the Name of Chri/t is more eminent 
ly honour d, the Glory of his King: 
dom manifeſted to the World, by 
more effectually preſerving a Senſe of 
his Religion, and the Order and De- 
cency of his Worſhip. . be 

It may be farther remark'd, that 
the Circumſtance of Place is eſſen- 
tial to public Worſhip : For, if the" 
Places of public Worſhip were not 
ad and appropriated, non 
public Worſhip could be reduced to 
Practice, or could well ſubſiſt. And 
what can be a more reaſonable Act 
of Homage to that Being, who gives 
ws all Things richly to enjoy, than to 
ſet apart ſome Portion of what he 


ber 


» 4 


. 
Wermits us to enjoy, to his Uſe and 
ſonour, out of a grateful Acknow- 
Woement of his Right to all. 

This is a juſt Debt we owe to 
bs Providence, and to his. great 
Wind manifold Mercies. And what 
Wolemmiy, what Preparation can be 
Woo great wherewith to entertain 
Je Maker of the Univerſe, and to 
moage us to meet him with hum- 
le Reverence and profound Re- 
het? All we can 00 will be too 
Ittle ; but the beſt we can do will 
he accepted. We therefore, by 
neh Solemnities as theſe, endea- 
our to nournſh' a reverent Affecti- 
n to his Houſe of Prayer; and by 
lat Means to promote God's Ho- 
our and Service. We deliver it 
rer to his proper Repreſentative, 
er his ſole Uſe and Property, to be 
vr ever exempt from Human Right 
nd Juriſdiction ; to be diſtinguiſh'd 
dy ſome outward Mark of Rever- 
nee from common Dwellings, that 

we 


ve may add a greater Solemnity t 


the W 
e 


God has declared his Approbation 


6260 


Divine Worſhip, and imprint a mor 
awful Senſe of it on the Minds » 


Wo confeſs, and ſolemnly de 
clare, as we are taught, that God i; 
in the Midſt of Chriftians, in the 
Houſe of Prayer; that we may be 
affected with a more lively Reveꝗ 
rence to his Divine Majeſty ; that 
we may the more readily come in 
to his Courts ; that our Minds ma 
be filled with more ſerious and de 
vout Affections when we approach 
him; and that we may perform all 
the ſacred Offices, we are employ d 
in, with greater Fervency and At- 
tention. K 
To ſum up the whole. Since 
therefore it has been the general 
Practice of all Ages and Men, ſo- 
lemnly to ſet apart and conſecrate 
Places to divine Worſhip;---- ſince 


of ſuch a Practice, and it is ſuffi- 


ciently 


(25) 

rently warranted by the Example 
f Chriſt and his Apoſtles;--- ſince 
ich ſacred Buildings are illuſtrious 
ſeſtimonies of the Religion of any 
ation, and were deſign'd to pre- 
krve a Senſe of that Religion; to 
open the Beauty of Holineſs, 
nd more effectually to recommend 
to the Eſteem and Reverence of 
len; --ſince to ſuch Places are a- 

knbed the Honour of God's more 
xculiar Reſidence; it follows, that 
jc ought to pay all ſuitable Reve- 
ce and Reſpect to ſuch Places. 
his I propos d next to con- 

der; Boks LY 
Every one who honours God in 
Wis Heart, and delights in his Ser- 
ice, will highly eſteem the Place 
Wobere his Honour dwelleth. The 
Night of his Sanctuary will raiſe in 
pious Mind, awful Thoughts of 
de divine Nature, and improve 
lis Reverence to him. We find 
bat God commanded the eus to 
re- 


| CRE 
reverence his Sanfuary, and this h. 
did to preſerve a; due Regard te 
himſelf. And whatever ſtill con 
duces to the ſame End, and fixe; 
Impreſſions of Religious Awe an 
Re verence upon us, will be alway: 
neceſſary, ' The. Veneration there 
fore, which devour. Chriſtians pa 
to the Houſe of Prayer, is ncithe! 
the Effect of blind Zeal, nor the Re 
mains of idle Superſtition. But is 
founded ona rational Regard to God 
and whatever bears any Relatio 
to him. All Chriſtiaus agree, that 
the Lord's * acquires an Holi 
neſs, as being ſet apart, and ſanctif 
ed, to his Worſhip and Service. Our 
Churches are called Holy, becauſe 
they are ſet apart and ſanctified to 
Religious Purpoſes. Both the Sab 
bath and che Sanctuary are equall 
ſeparated from common, and devo 
ted to ſacred Uſe; and therefore 
they are both „ ee to the 
ſame Degree of Holineſs, We do; 


nou 


EST). 


zot affirm, that there is an abſolute 


nherent Holineſs in our Houſes of 


prayer, but that they acquire a re- 
ative Holineſs only, by being ſer a- 


art and devoted to the Service of 


God. 

[ have no Deſign to lay the leaſt 
ftreſs' on outward Obſervances, any 
Jarther than they may be made Uſe 
Wof as Means to reverence God, and 
o improve our Devotion towards 
lim. And as we are taught, by the 
Word of God, to believe that God 
s more peculiarly preſent in Places 
et apart for his ſolemn Worſhip, 
bey certainly demand ſome Share 
four Eftecm and Veneration. We 
here fore find a Regard, ſuitable to 
Wihe Nature and Title of theſe Pla- 
Nes, paid to them by St Paul. He 
las given us a very early Inſtance 
Wot this, in the Reproof of the Corin- 
Wi:ans for their intemperate and in- 


Wicecent Practices in the Houſe of 


God, What, ſays he, have ye not 
Ng 1. Hoiſſes 


(23) 
Houſes to eat and to drink in, or deſ 
piſe ye the Church of God? In which 
Place he argues for a Reverence duc 
to the Sacrament, from the Sacred. 
neſs of the Place where it was admi- 
niſter d. And it is evident, that! 
by the Church, in this Place, as it, 
is put in Oppoſition to their owl 
Houſes, is to be underſtood, not the 

Congregation but the Place appoint- 
ed for Divine Service. St Pa 
was very ſenſible, and every Chri/- 
tian may learn from him to con- 
ſider, that to commit any indecent 
Action in them is to treat them as 
unholy and common Places; to 
withdraw our Reverenee from them, 
to rob them of that holy Relation 
they bear to God and his Worſhip, 
—4 in Effect to deny his Divine 
Preſence in them. Our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, by an extraordinary Act o 
Zeal, which he ſhewed in the Tem- 
ple, has taught us what a great Re- 
gard we ought to pay to our HoulcsY 
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( 29.) 
of Prayer. He, .who was the moſt 
perfect Pattern of Meekneſs, and 
vas unmov d with the greateſt per- 
ſonal Provocations and Indignities, 
gave an Inſtance of the Cverefi 
Reſentment, when the Houle of 
God was made a Houſe of Merchan- 
ze. And the Reaſon he aſſign'd 
or driving thoſe Buyers and Sellers 
out of the Temple, was this, It 7s 
written, My Houſe ſhall be called the 
Houſe of Prayer. This 18 a Quo- 
Nation from the Words of the Text, 
Wind no doubt, he had a more di- 
tant and extenſive Meaning in it, 
Is well as the Prophet.----By this 
Wlaſtance, he deſign'd to teach his 
ollowers, that whatever Irreve- 
Jence was offenſive to him in the 
© /ew:;/b Temple, would give equa] 
Joſfence to him when ſhew'd to Pla- 
es ſet apart for his own Worſhip:--- 
My, rather, that any Inſtance of Ir- 
Wicvcrence, ſhewn to the Worſhip he 
ame to inſtitute, would be more 


E 2 | highly 


(39) yy 
highly provoking to him, than that! 
expreſs d to a Worſhip he came to 
aboliſh. | 

But if we are to reverence the 
Houſe of Prayer, that Reverencc 
ſhould alſo appear, In Keeping it 
in comely and decent Order. This 
is giving a public Teſtimony of our 
Regard to Places ſet apart for di. 
vine Worſhip, and. at the ſame 
Time, is a viſible Inſtance of our 
Honour and Eſteem for the Object 
of our Worſhip, - 
God rewarded Solomon with pe- 
culiar Marks of his Favour for the 
Temple he built, Zo place his Nam 
There, and which he finiſh'd with in- 
imitable Richneſs and Beauty. And 
as every Chriſtian- Temple may with 
the ſame Propricty be called the 
Houſe of Prayer as That was; ſo 
we may infer, That whatever wc 
lay out in proper and decent Orna- 
ments, we honour God with to 


much of our Subſtance, and it will 
N | be 


— e — 


— 


O09 
de look d upon as an Act of Devo- 
jon to his Service. God 1s pleas'd 
with every rational Acknowledg- 
nent of his Bounty to us; with 
erery decent Way of expreſſing 
dur Gratitude to him. And if our 
Temples are not dreſs'd out with 
uperſtitious Vanities and idolatrons 
Decorations, every Inſtance of our 
liberality in giving them a comely 
nd decent Dreſs, God will gra- 
ciouſly accept, as an Inſtance of 
our real Piety. But eſpecially, when 
he Beauty of our Temples may be 
Means of raiſing more exalted 
Thoughts of the divine Nature and 
Preſence, may the better diſpoſe 
ind invite us to a more ready At- 
tendance on his Worſhip, as well 
1s quicken our Devotion in it. 

The firſt Chriſtians when their 
Churches were ſo frequently deſtroy- 
d by rapacious Hands, and they were 
dende from City to City, could 
not be ſuppoſed to crect and adorn 
them 
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, CY 
them with that Statelineſs and 
Splendor, that the Peace and Afflu 
- ence of After Ages produced.---But 
when Kings became the Nurſing-Fq 
thers of the Church, and Queens i; 
Nurfeng-Mothers, Sacred Buildings 
were erected to the Honour of 
Chriſt and the public Profeſſion of 
his Religion, eminent for the; 
Beauty and Magnificence. We are 
told that Conſtantine the Great, that 
Religious Emperor, (n built 
great Number of Churches, ſup 
c ply d them with immenſe Riches, 
* and .adorn'd their Altars with 
magnificent Offerings. This he 
thought the beſt Way of expreſſing 
his Piety and grateful Senſe of the 
divine Mercy and Goodneſs. Even 
the Heathens, who had no other 
Law but that of Reaſon, built thc 
Temples of their falle Gods with 
coſtly Materials, and beſtow'd upon 
them the molt expenſive Embelliſh- 


| ments 
(in) Vniv. Hiſt, Vol, XV. Pag. 564. | 


('33 ) 
nents. Wag. Let us from hence 
earn to provide, at leaft, Things 
kcent and honourable for the Tem- 
Bes of the true God. Let us be 


erſuaded that ſuch Deformity and 


acleanneſs cannot be ſuitable to 

he Houſe of Prayer and its divine 

hhabitant, which we would not 
ier in our meaneſt Apartments. 
vould perſuade thoſe who are too 
Wharing in Contributions of this 
iure, to take for an Example, 
eir pious Liberality who erected 
Wd adorned this Houſe of Prayer; 
Which will be always a laſting Mo- 
ment of their ſteady Attachment 
che pure and reformed Part of 
Wiclizion' eſtabliſh'd among us; 
Wit their pious Zeal for the Support 
n Enlargement of it; and of Gra- 
dude to that Being from whoſe 
huntiful Hand came all the Store 
bat was prepared to build this 


Ms 00077 they only gave him. 


Houſe:----1t was all his own, and of 
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this Place to make grateful Return 


( 34 ) 
If our Reverence to thę Mouſe o 


Prayer muſt appear in our Care | 
Preſerving it in a comely and defi 
cent Press it ſhould more eminent 
ly appear in our conſtant Attend 
ance on the ſacred Offices perform 
ed in it.—-The very Deſign of E 
recting this Sanctuary, may put u 
in Mind of our Duty to frequen 
it; and the more convenient Op, 
portunities it has afforded us of 
Joining in public Worſhip, thq 
more ready we ſhould be to em 
brace them. | But give me leave tq; 
obſerve to you, that public Wor 
ſhip. was, deſign'd to be the grealf 
Inſtrument of Keeping up a Sen{M 
of Religion and Knowledge off 
God's Will, to remind us of th 
many Inſtances of his Goodneſq 
and to enforce all the Obligation 
of a virtuous Life. We mect ii; 


to our Creator, Preſerver, and Raf 
deemer, for the manifold Bleſſingi 


Li a 
1 
— 
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(35) 
. this Life, but eſpecially, for his 


gracious amis of a Better 
Here we offer up our Prayers and 
Praiſes to him, and confe 54 him 8 
hre Men. Here we renew and 


Wconfirm our Baptiſmal Covenant in 
ie Holy Sacrament, and entitle 


Wourſelves to all the Bleſſings of that 


Covenant. In this Place, as our 
| icknowledgments to God are more 
blemn and unanimous, ſo they are 
Inore expreſſive of his Honour and 


Wanore acceptable to him.----- It is 


6 K. our Geben 
ed promiſed to reward the "Me 
Pevotions of the Cloſer, but at rhe 
me Time has commanded us to 


when we are aſſembled rogether, 
hat Chri/? 


Nhe midſt of us, 


has promiſed t be in 


Beſides, private Prayer can ne- 


Per anſwer the End of public Wor- 
I 1 is indeed the Exerciſe of 


F ap- 
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' divine Majeſty and Goodneſs, and 


(36) 


appear good, as well as to be ſo; 
10 make our Light ſhine before 
Men ;---to exemplify, by moſt yi. 
ſible Acts, the Senſe we have of his 


to make the moſt folemn and pub- 
lie Acknowledgments of them, in 
Places ſet apart for that Purpoſe.---- 
Again, we are only entitled to the 
Bleſſings and Promiſes of the Goſ- 
pel as Members of à Church, into 
which we are admitted by Baptiſm. 
And public Worſhip is the only 
Way of ſhewing that we hold af 
Fellowſhip with that Church, and 


are viſibly united to Chriſt, who is . 


the Head of it. For this Reaſon, 


Chriſt gave ſome Paſtors and Teach- M 
ers for the Perfecting of the Saints, MI. 
for the Work of the Miniſtry, for . 


the Edifying of the Body of Chriſt.-- | 


If we therefore forſake the Aſſem- 
bling of ourſelves together under MI. 
Chriſt our Head, we renounce all 


Allegiance to him; we forfeit all MI, 
> x | thoſe WM 


r 


thoſe Privileges we before were en- 
titled to, as Members of his Bo- 
dy. Let me remind you, that it 
can only be a Forgetfulneſs of God, 
that keeps Men from our Houles of 
Prayer; that Infidelity, from a Ne- 
glect in this Particular, rears its 
Head, and walks, as it were, in 
Triumph among us. For it is the 
Buſineſs of Infidelity to take off our 
Attention from thoſe Duties we 
owe to God, and to keep us from 
ill Religious Improvements. It is 
the Deſign of public Worſhip to 
We a ſerious Call to Virtue, to give 
Is juſt Notions of God and our 
Duty, and to oblige us to practiſe 
Wi by the moſt ſolemn Engage- 
Wincnts, The leſs frequent Men are 
therefore in their Attendance on 
ublic Worſhip, their Fear of God, 
ad their Notions of Religion will 
W'oportionably decline; and when 
e Neglect grows into a Habit, 
ey will in Time loſe all Senſe of 
3 | * Re- 
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(38) 


Religion and Duty. It is undeni- 
able that where the public Worſhip 
of God has been diſcontinued in 
certain Places fix'd and dedicated to 
that Purpoſe, all Honour and Reve- 
rence to the true God and his Ne- 
ligion have been equally diſconti- 
nued, as in Perſia and Africa: And 
in other Countries where Chriſtians 
have been depriv'd of their public 
Worſhip in Churches, there has 
been a general Defection from 
Chriſt; and the Purity of his Rel:- 
gion has been loſt in [nfdelity and 
in the Abominations of the Hea- 
| then. I could wiſh we had no 
Reaſon to complain that our public 
Worſhip was not ſo much neglcc- 
ted among us, and that the Neglect 
of it was not attended with ſo much 


Forgetfulneſs of God, and in con- 


ſequence of that, with an utter De- 
r of Manners. I could wiſh 
that thoſe eſpecially would lay this 
ſeriouſly to Heart, who are diſtin- 


guiſh'd 
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r and near; from whoſe Example, 
their Inferiors are but too apt to 2 
chuſe their Ways of Living as they 
do their Faſhions in Dreſs; and are 
oo forward in Imitating both. But 
remember that you have the Ex- 
imple of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
Ind of pious Men in all Ages, to 
recommend and require this Duty 
tom you; and conſider that he who 3d 
s an Enemy to God can never be Bl 
Friend to Mankind; that he who 4 
would deſtroy. the public Obfer- x 
nance of Religion, the Strong-hold 
of National Virtue, and the Source 
of National Bleſſings (for thoſe that 
honour him God will honour) en- 
leavours, as far as he is able, to 
leſtroy the real Intereſt, Order, and 
Happineſs of Society. Be not there- 
bore ſo much con:urm'd to the fa- 


* ſhionable 


( 39 ) 1 14 
| | . 4 We | 
wiſh'd by the Height of their Sta- 14 
0 ; 1 
ons and an Affluence of Fortune; WW; | 
18 ; : Work | 
Iwho are as Citics ſet on an Hill; i 
$ : IF. "bi 
the Light of whole Actions is ſeen 1 
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n 
ſhionable Ways of this World, as 
to frequent every other Aſſembly 
but That, in which alone God re. 
quires your conſtant Attendance, 
Let me exhort you in a particular 
Manner, for whoſe Sakes this Place 
of Worſhip, next to the Honour of 
God, was begun, and is now hay- 
pily finiſh'd, that you would attend 
all the ſtated: Times of Prayer, but 
eſpecially, to ſuffer neither Buſine's 


nor Pleaſure, to divert you from it 


on the Lord's Day:---This is your 
bounden Duty, ----your reaſonablc 
Service: A Service which God, the 
great and univerſal Benefactor re- 
quires;---which your pious Contri- 
buters expect, who, in Erecting this 


Houſe of Prayer, equally deſign d 


to promote the Worſhip and Glo- 
ry of God, and your ſpiritual Im- 
provement. 
As our Reverence to this Houlc 
of Prayer muſt appear in a conſtant 


Attendance on the ſtated Times ot 
Wor- 
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Worſhip; ſo likewiſe, in a decent 
ind devout Behaviour when we a{- 
ekmble together. And to this End, 
Ire ſhould conſider ourſelves in this 
ace as in God's more immediate 
relence and Oblervation; that he 
tends us, in this Place, to tranſact 
he great Buſineſs of our Salvation 
Wind his own Glory. This ſhould 
Wcget in us Seriouſneſs and Gravity, 
Would remind us of its ſacred Uſe 
nd Relation, and ſhould make us 
iſtinguiſh it from common Places, 
Wy all the outward Marks of Reve- 
F:nce in our Behaviour. Keep thy 
ot therefore, when thou goeft into 
e Houſe of God. Be careful of 
ur whole Behaviour and Deport- 
Wicnt;---be {crious and devout, and 
mall your Words and Actions, evi- 
ence an awſul Regard to the di- 
ne Preſence, and a pious Affection 
o the ſacred Offices you are em- 
loy'd in: -- Obſerve the proper 
mes of Knecling and Standing, 
and 
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and join with one Voice in the {c- 
veral Parts of divine Service.---- 
Avoid every indecent Action and 
Geſture which betrays an irreligi- 
ous Contempt of what you arc 
about ;---and will be look d upon as 
a prophane Mockery and Inſult offer. 
ed to God and his Worſhip. How 
careful are moſt Men of the Rules 


of Decency and Good-Breeding, in 


the Preſence of Great Men, in the 
Palaces of earthly Princes? How 
much more ſhould we endeavour 
not to give the leaſt Offence in our 
Behaviour, in the Preſence and Pa- 
lace of the great King of all the 
Earth. The Lord is in his holy 
Temple, let all the Earth keep Si- 
lence before him. 

But, Laſtly, To our outward Be- 


haviour we muſt take Care to join 


devour Hearts and holy Aﬀections.| 


God loves not to be invoked with 
unhallow'd Lips, The Prayers of the 


wicked are his Abomination ; all cxY 
ternal 
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ternal Homage, without a pure 
Heart, is but the Sacrifice of Fools ; 
an empty and vain Compliment; 
the Homage, at beſt, but of a ſpeak- 
ing not of a thinking Being: The 
Worſhip God accepts and requires, 
is that which. proceeds from an 
humble Heart, ſenſible of its own 
Wants and Unworthineſs, conſci— 
ous of God's infinite Greatneſs and 
Mercy, ſubmiſſively imploring his 
Favour, and unfeignedly thankful 
tor his Benefits, Theſe are the 
Qualifications that will ſecure the di- 
vine Favour and Acceptance, when- 
ever we addreſs him in this Houſe 
of Prayer; that will, when we 
ceaſe to worſhip him in theſe earth- 
ly Tabernacles, bring us to adore 
bim, with the General Aſſembly and 
Church of the firſt-born, with Jeſus the 
5. Jony Mediator of the New Covenant, 
hl i Temples, not made with Hands, 
oY eternal in the Heavens. Amen. 
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